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tions, both of religion and politics, and we acted together
in all church matters. He lived two miles and a half
out of town; he always called on me when in town, and
I spent the happiest hours of my Arbroath life in walk-
ing out, when I was wearied with my parochial work,
and spending a time with him and his family* He had
a great knowledge of human nature and of mankind, and
I consulted him on all great occasions. Indeed, he a,nd
Dr. McLeod were the shrewdest men I ever knew in
foreseeing the probable issue of complicated circum-
stances. He was ready, when I was a young man, to
put himself to any amount of trouble to forward my
advancement. He helped me more than any other to
obtain positions of usefulness, and he continued to be the
best friend I ever had beyond my own family*

It was said of Burke, that he could not meet a common
man for a few minutes under a shed without the man
feeling interested in him. This language might be used
of Thomas Outline. He had a pleasant word for every
one, that is, he said something which would gratify the
man he addressed. He was particularly fond of talking
to farmers and their servants, males and females. The
consequence was that he became a great favorite in his
parish. It is a noteworthy circumstance that he was
five years a probationer without receiving a call At that
time he preached as others preached, and did not preach
better than others; but when he became minister of
Arbirlot he let out all his heart and genius, and followed
a course of his own. He arranged to give a discourse,
written and committed, in the forenoon, and to have a
meeting with the young people in the afternoon; in the
afternoon he was to catechise the young on the sermonctedpaid to their wives and children in their
